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Nursing education in Hong Kong is
entering a new era. The 334 education
reform opens new opportunities and
challenges to nursing education in
Hong Kong. It becomes a strong driving
force to stimulate innovative forms
o f  p r o g r a m m e  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e
competitiveness of nursing education.

Under the reform, most government-
funded baccalaureate programmes will
add one extra year to their original
programmes. The government-funded
nursing baccalaureate programmes will
similarly be lengthened from 4 years to
5 years. To remain competitiveness, some
professional degrees remain unchanged,
e.g. Bachelor of Law in HKU. How will
this change affect the attractiveness of
nursing programmes? Nursing education
is now expanding vertically and
horizontally.

Vertically, there is an increasing demand
for conversion programmes for enrolled
nurses and registered nurses to become
baccalaureate prepared as several 3-year
higher diploma programs continue to
prepare registered nurses and many more
train enrolled nurses (Table 1). Besides,
due to the aging population and changing
socio-economic factors that increase the
health care demand, new programmes are
developed to meet the community's
healthcare needs. For example, a
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university offers the Bachelor of Science
in Gerontology Programme which takes
only 2 years to prepare graduates for
employment in a wide-range of elderly
care settings.

Second-degree programs are also offered
to attract graduates from other disciplines
to enter the nursing profession. Two
universities in Hong Kong now are
offering this same kind of education to
students who had a degree of other
disciplines. This programme is a master's
degree and to be completed in only 3
years. Second-degree nurse education
was regarded as one of the successful
strategies to combat nursing shortage in
the U.S. A study on 953 newly registered
nurses from 35 states of America found
that nurses who studied nursing as
second-degree were more likely to stay
in the profession, coped better with stress
and frustration in the workplace, more
satisfied with their jobs, brought in extra
set of skills and knowledge from previous
education and work experience, and were
in general more motivated (Brewer et al
2009). They were more mature and had
more life experience, and were more
valued by their employers due to these
qualities. Many of them completed the
nursing programs within 12 to 15 months.
There are regarded as great source of
nursing workforce to meet the health
needs in the country (Kovner, 2009).
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Horizontally, some programmes take this opportunity to enrich
the students' learning to related disciplines. A university
developed Faculty packages which facilitate students to study
outside their own discipline but within the same Faculty. Such
curriculum structure increases students' chance of having
interprofessional learning (IPE). IPE is highly regarded by WHO
(WHO, 2010) as necessary to prepare collaborative practice of
health workforce for better respond to the health care needs.

Thus, there now are many different paths available for interested
post-secondary students to become nurses in Hong Kong. Take
an example, a student graduate from the Bachelor of Science in
Gerontology Programme and then took a 3-year Master of
Nursing as a second degree for nursing. Within 5 years, the
student would have 2 degrees, a Bachelor's and a Master's
degree, registration eligibility for Registered Nurse in Hong
Kong, and prepared with interprofessional learning. This would

Table 1. Pre-registration nursing programmes in Hong Kong
  Registered Nurse (RN) Programmes (yr=year, FT=full time, PT= part time, EN=enrolled nurse, Hon=honours, Psy=psychiatric)

University Higher diploma Bachelor's degree Master's degree

The Nethersole School of Nursing, − Nursing (Hon) Nursing Sciences
The Chinese University of Hong Kong  5-yr FT 3-yr FT
School of Nursing, The Hong Kong Nursing Nursing (Hon) Nursing
Polytechnic University 3-yr FT 5-yr FT 3-yr FT

− Mental health nursing (Hon) −
5-yr FT

Nursing, The Open University of Hong Kong Nursing (EN to RN) Nursing (Hon) General health −
3-yr PT 5-yr FT
Mental health nursing Nursing (Hon) Mental health −
(EN Psy to RN Psy) 5-yr FT
3-yr PT

School of Nursing, The University − Nursing (Hon) −
of Hong Kong 5-yr FT

Nursing (EN)
4-yr PT

Other Institutions Higher diploma Bachelor's degree Master's degree
HKU School of Professional and Continuing Nursing (EN to RN) − −
Education, The University of Hong Kong 3-yr PT
School of Nursing, Queen Elizabeth Hospital Nursing − −

3-yr FT
School of Nursing, Caritas Medical Centre Nursing − −

3-yr FT
School of Nursing, Tuen Mun Hospital Nursing − −

3-yr FT

  Enrolled Nurse (EN) Programmes  ( All are 2-year full time)
Institution Diploma Higher diploma
Nursing, The Open University of Hong Kong − Nursing Studies (General)

Nursing Studies (Mental)
Shatin International Centre Union Hospital General Nursing (EN) −
The Castle Peak Hospital EN (Psychiatric) for welfare sector −
The Hong Kong Baptist Hospital General Nursing (EN) −
The Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital − EN (General)
The Gratham Hospital EN (General) −
The Kowloon Hospital EN (General) for welfare sector −
The Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital EN (General) −
The Prince of Wales Hospital EN (General) −
The St Teresa's Hospital EN (General) −
The United Christian Hospital EN (General) −
Source: Nursing Council of Hong Kong. (2010). Pre-service nursing programs accredited by the Nursing Council of Hong Kong. HKSAR PRC.

be very attractive to many who dream to be a nurse and may
appear to be much more desirable than the 5-year baccalaureate
programme. As this web of education path increases diversity
and complexity, many more people may be attracted to enter
the nursing profession at different point of time with different
levels of readiness.
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Report on 25th Anniversary Symposium and Annual General Meeting

April the 8th 2011 was a happy and memorable day for the
Society as it celebrated its 25th anniversary by holding an
Anniversary Symposium and Annual General Meeting at the
YMCA in Hong Kong. It was a wonderful opportunity to get
together for all the nurses and friends who have supported the
Society since its inauguration.

The theme of the symposium was 'Nursing Specialisation and
Advanced Practice', and encouraging responses had been
received from more than two hundred participants, from past
to present - nursing academics, nursing leaders, clinical
specialists, nurses and students, both local and overseas. As a
guest lecturer at the symposium, we were honoured to have
Ms. Louise Horgan, who delivered a keynote speech on 'Nursing
specialisation and advanced practice in Australia'. Ms. Horgan
is an inaugural member of the Nursing and Midwifery Board
of Australia, the current chair of the Accreditation Working
Group, and the Nurses and Midwifery Council's representative
on the Accreditation Advisory Committee of the Australian
Nursing and Midwifery Accreditation Council. The other guest

Symposium audience

speaker, Prof. Sally Chan, the Head and Professor of the Alice
Lee Centre for Nursing Studies, National University of
Singapore, discussed the topic of nursing specialisation and
advance practice experience in Singapore. Prof. Frances Wong,
Professor in the School of Nursing at the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, and also External Secretary of the Hong
Kong Academy of Nursing Preparatory Committee, had earlier
delivered an address on 'Translating advanced nursing practice
competence into clinical practice'. All three Powerpoint
presentations are available for review in the Society's website.

The anniversary dinner followed immediately after the
symposium. A film about the Society's history was shown, and
brought back many precious memories for everyone at the
dinner. The climax was the cake-cutting ceremony, with toasts,
and then a lucky draw. The Society received many expressions
of goodwill and best wishes from various parties, and will carry
these forward to ensure long-lasting momentum in its
contribution to nursing education in Hong Kong − long may it
continue to flourish.

The 25th annual general meeting was hosted by the

executive committee of the Society: (left to right)

Dr.Vico  Chiang  ( t reasure r ) ,  Dr.  Mak Yim-wah

(vice-chairperson), Dr. Sharron Leung (chairperson),

Mr. Edmond Tong (first secretary)

Dr. Sharron Leung gives welcoming address at the 25th

Symposium
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Dr. Sharron Leung presents souvenir to Prof. Frances Wong

Dr. Sharron Leung presents souvenir to the keynote speaker Ms. Louise Horgan

Dr. Sharron Leung presents souvenir to Prof. Sally Chan

Guest speakers, honorary advisers, current and ex-chairpersons and vice-chairpersons, and other members of the Society's

executive committe
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Nursing leaders in Australia, Hong Kong, Macau & Singapore

Speeches by ex-chairpersons Ms. Shirley Wong and Mr. Bing-shu Cheng

Cake-cutting ceremony with current and ex-chairpersons
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Toast to all anniversary dinner participants, from guest speakers, honorary advisers, current and ex-chairpersons and vice-chairpersons,

and current executive committee members

A slide-show on the history of the Society was

presented before the dinner

Guests from different hospitals, healthcare institutions, professional and

academic societies and other bodies joined the anniversary dinner

Students participants from the Open University of Hong

Kong, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University and the

University of Hong Kong
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The lucky draw was hosted by the master of ceremonies, Ms. Mary Au, and by Dr. William Li. The prize winners are pictured with

different guests
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The Hong Kong SocietyThe Hong Kong SocietyThe Hong Kong SocietyThe Hong Kong SocietyThe Hong Kong Society

for Nursing Educationfor Nursing Educationfor Nursing Educationfor Nursing Educationfor Nursing Education

wish you a Merrywish you a Merrywish you a Merrywish you a Merrywish you a Merry

Christmas and HappyChristmas and HappyChristmas and HappyChristmas and HappyChristmas and Happy

New Year!New Year!New Year!New Year!New Year!
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 ( ) ( 2010-2011)   

(Advanced Practice Nurse)

Reflections on participating in 25th anniversary symposium
Chan Yuen Ting - Year 1 student (2010- 2011),

Bachelor of Nursing with Honours in General Health Care, The Open Univerisity of Hong Kong

It is my great pleasure to join the symposium to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education
and Advanced Practice Nursing was the theme this time. In the healthcare system, Advanced Practice Nurses (APN) are the highly
educated nursing professionals and have competent clinical experiences. As there is a tendency to increase the number APN
positions in the Hospital Authority, I am so interested of the requirements of being APN in Hong Kong and the similar situations
in other countries. After the symposium, I would like to thank you for the great presentations of Prof. Louise Horgan, Prof. Sally
Chan and Prof. Frances Wong to widen my horizons in this arena. Not only can I have an overview on the history of nursing
specialties and the key issues of impacting their development in both Australia and Singapore, but also have a better understanding
of APN in Hong Kong such as the requirements and the seven domains in order to be a competent APN. The rapid development
of the Master Nursing programme in Singapore is appreciable and this is what the Hong Kong government should learn from it.
For the case in Australia, the APN system is well developed due to the long history of establishment of nursing specialties. It is so
great for me to have an opportunity that can step out from Hong Kong and learn more about APN in other countries because
nursing always has a global standpoint.

APN seems far away for year 1 nursing student such as me. Nevertheless, it has a closely relationship to my career as it is a hot
issue in Hong Kong regarding the increase of the number of APN positions in Hospital Authority to prevent the outflow of experienced
nurses to the private sectors. Therefore, I am so pleased that I can join the symposium and it is a good experience for me.

8
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Do YOU want to get involved?

As a member of the Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education (HKSNE), you have the opportunity to interact
with others who have the same goals and interests in nursing education. Each year our events include tours,
lectures, professional development courses, Nurses' Day activities and social gatherings. If you would like
more details of our Society, please browse the website at www.hksne.org.hk.

The membership period starts in January of each year. We welcome you to become a member by returning the
completed 'membership subscription form attached.

We also remind current members not to let their membership lapse and to renew today. The HKSNE will help
you to keep up to date with the local nursing news, and needs you to support its programmes and advise the
government on nursing issues.

WWWWWe are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member and
look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!
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Upcoming Events:

January 2012 "Basic ECG interpretation and nursing management" will be organised

February 2012 "Interpretation of X-ray" course will be organised

14 April 2012  26th Anniversary Scientific Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
 (Details will be announced in the website)
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Activities’ Highlights:

26 February 2011
Hiking on Tap Mun
The welfare and recreation sub-committee had organised this outing − hiking on Tap Mun
followed by a seafood lunch. All participants enjoyed the beautiful scenic views and the fresh
sea breezes.

19 March 2011
Farewell party for Mr. Alan Wong
A valedictory dinner was held at Maxim's Palace, City Hall for Mr Alan Wong, the ex-Cluster
General Manager (Nursing) of Hong Kong West Cluster and General Manager (Nursing) of
Queen Mary Hospital. Mr. Wong has always been very supportive towards the Society, and the
executive committee members attended the dinner to bid him farewell.

April 2011
The Society ran the following courses: 'Introduction to Chest and Abdominal Radiograph Interpretation' and 'Basic Interpretation
of Urgent CT Images'.

9 April 2011
Health Carnival
The Hong Kong Academy of Nursing Preparatory Committee had adopted the theme of World Health Day set by the World
Health Organisation: 'Anti-microbial resistance: no action today, no cure tomorrow' as the theme of this year's Health Carnival.
The function was held at Luk Yeung Galleria, and at the C exit of Tsuen Wan MTR Station. The Society had set up a booth,
together with the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, introducing nursing education in Hong Kong and showing how the
educational institutions prepare nurses, from novice to expert.

As last year, the Society conducted a survey on " " during the whole-day event. Participants
in the carnival were given survey forms and asked to rank the top five core values of nursing in a list, according to their own
perceptions. The survey form was composed some years ago by an expert panel of twelve nurses to solicit nurses' views on core
nursing values. Among the sixty-two items, " / " −  "responsible/responsibility" achieved the highest score, 176
votes overall, 112 ranking it as the top priority. " " − "caring" came second with 103 votes. The number of voters choosing
" " − "enthusiasm" and " " − "competence" as the first priority in the core values of nursing occupied the third and
fourth positions respectively. Though " " − "attitude" was only the fifth highest ranked on the list, it received 75 votes, more
than" " − "enthusiasm" and " " − "competence" in the overall rankings .

The results were fairly similar to last year's findings. The first two rankings, " / " − "responsible/responsibility" and
" " - "caring" were the same as last year, and other values such as " " − "competence" and " " − " attitude" were also
in the top five chosen by the public in last year's survey. This seems to show that the image of nursing as well as the public's
expectations of the nursing profession remain quite consistent over the years.

16 April 2011
Cantonese opera singing fund-raising performance
The Hong Kong Academy of Nursing Preparatory Committee (HKANPC) organised this performance in mid-April at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University Jockey Club Auditorium, the purpose being to raise funds to support the administrative work of the
HKANPC so that the Academycould be established smoothly. The Society had supported the activity with a donation, and a
number of members attended the show and had a very pleasant evening with fellow guests. The Society's chairperson would
continue to represent the Society in playing a leading role in the establishment of the College of Nurse Education and Research.

14 May 2011
International Nurses' Day Dinner
The theme of International Nurses' Day (IND) this year was " ", highlighting the
characteristics of loving care within the nursing profession and the provision of quality practice by nurses to benefit the community
as a whole. The dinner was held at the Hong Kong International Trade and Exhibition Centre, and hundreds of nurses from Hong
Kong, Guangdong Province and Taiwan jointly celebrated a memorable evening together.

27 May 2011
2011

The Society co-organised a seminar on "  -- " at the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University as one activity celebrating International Nurses' Day 2011. The other co-organisers were the
Hong Kong Chinese Civil Servants' Association (Enrolled Nurses and Nurses Branches), Hong Kong Association of Critical
Care Nurses, College of Nursing, Hong Kong and Hong Kong Nurses General Union.
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29 June 2011
Open Forum on Health Care Related Issues
The Society's members attended an open forum on healthcare-related issues with
Dr. York Chow, organised by the office of Legislative Council members of the
healthcare constituency.

August 2011
A course entitled "Introduction to Nursing Research, Statistics and Data Analysis"
was organised by the Society.

September 2011
A course on practical wound care was also organised by the Society.

28 September 2011
62th National Day Anniversary
The Society was a member of the Hong Kong health services sector 62th National
Day celebration committee. On behalf of the Society, Dr. Sharron Leung was
part of the organising committee and was the co-ordinator of the reception sub-
committee for the National Day dinner. EC members of the Society also joined
the gala dinner at the City Hall Maxim's and enjoyed an excellent evening with
their professional colleagues.

15 & 16 October 2011
20th Anniversary of ALCEM
The Society has a long-term connection with the Associação Luso-Chinesa dos Enfermeiros de Macau (ALCEM), the Sino-
Portuguese Nurses Association of Macau, which celebrated its 20th anniversary in mid-October, and Society members were
invited to join the anniversary conference. The topic of the conference concerned advancing nursing education and practice in
the 21st century. Some 20 members of the Society attended this important event, and a number of xecutive committee members
gave presentations or acted as moderators of concurrent sessions. They were Mr. Cheng Bing Shu, Prof. Sally Chan, Ms. Yip Ka
Huen, Dr. William Ho, Dr. Sharron Leung, Dr. Mak Yim-wah, Dr. Gemma Law, Dr. Vico Chiang and Prof. Frances Wong.

Dr. Sharron Leung, Dr. Mak Yim-wah and Dr. Gemma Wong
of the Society were invited to discuss their research findings
at the scientific meeting

A welcoming dinner given by the Sino-Portuguese Nurses
Association of Macau

The opening ceremony of the 20th anniversary scientific conference of the
Associação Luso-Chinesa dos Enfermeiros de Macau
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