
Newsletter January 2011

The Newsletter can be read on the web site: http://www.hksne.org.hk

The Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education is a Continuing Nursing Education Provider accredited by the Nursing Council of Hong Kong.

On behalf of the Executive committee,
I warmly welcome you to 2011 and wish
you all a happy and healthy year. May
all of you experience more wonderful
surprises, successes and satisfactions in
the days to come.

This year, we celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the Society with a half-
day symposium on 8 April 2011. The
theme of the symposium is "Nursing
specialization and advanced practice". We
are honoured to have Ms. Louise Horgan,
the Inaugural Board member, Nursing
and Midwifery Board of Australia, the
current Chair of the Accreditation
Working Group and the Nurses and
Midwifery Council's representative on the
Accreditation Advisory Committee of the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Accreditation Council, with us on that
day as a keynote speaker. Ms. Horgan
was also the Chair of the Nurses and
Midwives Board of Western Australia
for four years. Being extensively
experienced, Ms. Horgan will share
with us Australia's experience in the
development of advanced practice and
specialization in nursing. Our previous
Chairpersons, Professor Sally Chan and
Professor Frances Wong, will also be our
speakers. Professor Chan, who is now the
Head and Professor of the Alice Lee
Center for Nursing Studies, National
University of Singapore, will share the
recent development of the advanced
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nursing practice and plans for nursing
specialization in Singapore. Professor
Wong as the External Secretary of the
Hong Kong Academy of Nursing
Preparatory Committee (HKANPC), will
update us on the latest news of the
establishment of specialty colleges and
the Hong Kong Academy of Nursing.

We excitedly anticipate taking a bigger
step toward the advancement of the
nursing profession in the coming years.
More advocates for patients' right, greater
demands for quality healthcare and faster
expansion of information technology give
impetus for developing more independent
nursing care at higher specialty levels.
Related parties are responding from
different directions. The Hospital
Authority has established the Advanced
Practice Nursing roles and more recently
the role of Nursing Consultant. Formation
of 13 colleges of different nursing
specialties is underway with the
leadership of HKANPC. Universities are
offering new programmes at masters' and
doctoral levels to prepare nurses for
advanced practice in various clinical
areas. All of these are forces driving the
nursing profession in Hong Kong to
advance at a much faster pace than ever
before.

This is a critical time for us as nurse
educators to take the lead. Our past
chairpersons are assuming the lead roles

Chairperson's Message
Dr. Sharron Leung
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Report on 24th Anniversary Scientific Meeting and Annual General Meeting

The 24th Anniversary Scientific Meeting and Annual
General Meeting were held on 20th March 2010 at the School
of Nursing at Princess Margaret Hospital. Professor Frances
Wong, Chairperson of the Society kicked off the scientific
meeting by welcoming distinguished guests and Society
members. We were honoured to have Ms. Sylvia Fung, Chief
Manger (Nursing), Hospital Authority, to deliver a keynote
speech on "Extending the Professional Practice Boundary of
Nurses". Ms. Fung started by illustrating the roles of nurses
which have been experiencing extension and expansion in
different specialties at the local and international levels.  She
further elaborated that the prerequisites for expanding
professional boundaries is the thorough understanding of their
responsibility and accountability. Although there will be
challenges and skepticism during the process of role
exploration in practice, Ms. Fung concluded that the elements
of culture, capability and capacity were pivotal to the change.

In the plenary sessions, we were pleased to have Ms. Elaine
Liu, Barrister-at-law and Accredited Mediator to give
a presentation on "Nurses' advanced practice roles − legal
consideration". She highlighted the liabilities that are relevant
to nursing practice and emphasized the importance of  nurses'
commitment to delivering safe and competent care, maintaining
the agreed standard of practice and equipping themselves with
the latest knowledge and skills that could enhance the
development of nurses' role in advanced practice. Mr. Cheung

in the HKACPC. I am also currently presenting the Society to
take part in the establishment of the College of Education and
Research. Education and research are important part of every
nursing specialty and the backbone of the nursing profession.
Although nurses in different specialty areas would be highly
qualified to educate their junior colleagues, not all of them know
how to facilitate learning effectively. Similarly, nurses in every
clinical area may conduct research and apply research to
improve practice, but not all of them are able to effectively
generate new knowledge and to utilize research to improve
practice. Unique sets of skills are required for them to take up
the educator and scientist roles. The continuous updating and
improvement of education and research skills are essential to
the provision of quality nursing care in every clinical specialty
as well as the development of the entire nursing profession.
Canada, the US, the UK and many other countries have well-
established systems for regulating and accrediting nursing
specialties. They have specialization in many different clinical
areas, for example Canada has 19 clinical specialties
(Canadian Nurses Association, 2010). However, they only have
accreditation for either education or research, and none of them
has a specialty for education and research.  In 2006, Australian

government commissioned a study to review nursing
specializations around the world and to formally set up criteria
to define specialization. Education and research was
recommended as one of the 18 specialties that met all the criteria
for specialization. However, regulatory and accrediting system
for these recommended specialties are yet to be established.
Although we are developing advanced practice and specialties
much later than these countries, we are taking a quantum leap
and are running to the forefront. An old Chinese saying, 

 (the Changjiang River waves behind drive the
waves ahead) and  (the learner becomes
superior to the master) rightly illustrate what we are working
toward. Your involvement is crucial and I look forward to
working more closely with you in this historical and memorable
movement.

Reference

Canadian Nurses Association (2010). CAN Certification:
Specialties/Areas of Nursing Practice. Retrieved Jan 4, 2011, from
http://www.cna-aiic.ca/CNA/nursing/certification/specialties/
default_e.aspx

Hing Fu, an APN of psychiatric nursing at Kowloon Hospital
shared a nursing practice developments in psychiatric
consultation liaison while Ms. Angela O.K. Lee, the Unit
Manager (Clinical Management Unit) at Yan Chai Hospital
introduced the enhanced nursing role program implemented
in the Clinical Management Unit of Yan Chai Hospital. All
presentation materials are available for review in the Society's
website.
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Welcome message by Professor Frances Wong,

Society's chairperson 2008-2010
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Speaker Ms. Elaine Liu

Keynote speaker: Ms. Sylvia Fung

Speaker Mr. Cheung Hing Fu

and Professor Frances Wong

Speaker Ms. Angela O.K. Lee and

Professor Frances Wong

Society's executive committee members

Society's executive committee members with guest speakers and honourary advisors
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Snapshots: Members and guests at Anniversary Scientific Meeting 2010
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A tribute to our beloved teacher, Ms May Ho

We are shocked and heartbroken to learn the tragic death of our beloved teacher,
Ms. May Ho. It is still very difficult for us to believe that she was gone. Her kind face,
bright smile, and cheering voice are still very fresh in our mind as if we have just met
her yesterday for our first nursing therapeutic class. We have lots of fond memories of
her especially because of her energetic and positive attitude, her enthusiasm in teaching
and her excitement over nursing. Her bereavement was a great loss to her students,
school, the entire nursing profession and to us.

Ms. Ho was a role model and inspiration to all her students. One of her philosophies
in life that she always told us was that Knowledge changes life. This was also what
drove her to pursue new nursing knowledge through continuous learning. Her
enthusiasm and eagerness to learn had tremendous impact on us, and she taught us
the importance of knowledge and encouraged us to continue learning with an open
mind. She once said knowledge was the root to new wisdom and only by continuous
learning, one could broaden his/her horizons. She inspired us to take active roles in
learning processes which helped foster our personal growth and professional
development.

Good educators not only focus on the academic performance of students but also take
care of their overall condition. Ms. Ho is definitely one of them. She showed her love
and compassion to students by providing guidance and support, no matter it was
academic or personal affairs. In order for her students to get the best from her
teachings, she would spend her personal time on finding relevant resources such as
journal articles, for us. In that way, she saved us from extra amount of time searching
for irrelevant information. One of the most memorable moments spent with May was
the bargaining of the course workload. Most often she smiled back and replied, "You
guys are in Master of Nursing, not in Master of Bargaining! Don't bargain, these are
very interesting and easy to read!" In fact, we started becoming interested in these
journal articles since then. Thank you May, You are not only a great teacher, but also
a dearest friend.

As one said the significance of life is not measured by how many years you live, but
how many people you leave a mark upon. I believe this is the best way to describe
Ms. Ho's influence on her patients, students and people around her. Our life has been
blessed from having known her and learning from her. Although she is no longer with
us, her enthusiasm in nursing continues to shape our career in nursing. All of us will
try our very best to be a real professional nurse.

Julie Wong Kwan Sau
Chris Wu Ching Man
Students, Master of Nursing, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University



 Newsletter/January 2011Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education

6

Activities’ Highlights:

February 2010
Meeting with Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in HKSAR

 ( )
A meeting with Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in HKSAR  with representatives from other
associations and institutions was conducted in February. He expressed warm welcome and encouraged local health care providers
to have more exchanges and connections with the mainland. Dr. Sharron Leung has represented the Society in the meeting.

20 March 2010
Appointment of new Executive Committee members
Society's new Executive Committee (EC) members were formally appointed in the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in
March. The Chairperson, Vice-Chairman and all the office bearers were determined by an internal election among the EC
members. Subcommittees of the EC were also formed. A list of all EC members and their positions is as follows.

Chairperson: Dr. LEUNG Shuk Kam, Sharron
Vice-Chairperson: Dr. MAK Yim Wah
1st Secretary: Mr. TONG Tak Fai, Edmond
2nd Secretary: Prof WONG Kam Yuet, Frances
1st Treasurer: Dr. CHIANG Chung Lim, Vico
2nd Treasurer: Dr. LAW Kam Chu, Gemma
Education Sub-committee (Co-ordinator): Dr. LI Ho Cheung, William
Membership Promotion Sub-committee (Co-ordinator): Ms LI Wai-chi, Polly
Publication Sub-committee (Co-ordinator): Ms WONG Ka Po, Alisa
Welfare & Recreation Sub-committee (Co-ordinator): Ms CHUNG Oi Kwan, Joyce

March 2010
Medication Education Course was organised.

April 2010
Pharmacology Course was organised.

10 April 2010
Health Carnival
The Society set up a booth at the Health Carnival organized by the Hong Kong Academy of Nursing and its member associations
last April. The Society's booth was well attended by the community. They had particular interest on health assessment, transition
of nursing education as well as the history of the Society. They were also asked to fill in a survey form on "

" which was composed some years ago by an expert panel of twelve nurses to solicit the nurses' views on core
value of nursing on the Nurses' Day of the year. The panel consisted of nurse managers, nurse educators and experienced nurses.
During the day, the booth attendants had to choose the top five core values that they thought were crucial to nurses and ranked
them in order. Among the sixty-two items, " / " − "Responsible/Responsibility" got the highest scores of 129 votes
and 70 ranked it as the top priority. " " − "Caring" was ranked the second with 76 votes. " " − " Attitude" and " " -
"Competence" both got 12 votes on their ranking as top priority but " " − "Attitude" got more votes in the overall rankings.
Last but not least, " " − "Ethical Standards" was the fifth most-ranked desirable attribute in this survey.

15 May 2010
International Nurses' Day
The theme of International Nurses' Day (IND) was " " which highlighted the significance
of nurse-patient relations in the daily nursing care. Guest speakers including doctors, nurses and patients were invited to share
their experiences and points of view on the theme in a seminar. Two of the society's executive committee members, Dr. Sharron
Leung and Dr. Vico Chiang served as Masters of Ceremony for the seminar. To celebrate IND, a dinner attended by more
than1000 nurses was held one week after the seminar at the Hong Kong International Trade and Exhibition Centre.
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30 June-3 July 2010
Singapore Professional visit
A four-day professional visit to Singapore was arranged in June and 18 Society members participated. They paid visits to the
National University of Singapore (NUS), National University Hospital and Cancer Center of Singapore General Hospital (SGH)
during the stay. Dr. Sharron Leung, Dr. William Li and Dr. Vico Chiang had presented a study in the Singapore Trend Seminar
at NUS. Dr. Caroline Chui had presented a project in the (SGH) Cancer Center at a lunch seminar where more than 100 SGH
staff attended. The Society sincerely thanks Professor Sally Chan for organizing the visit and Dr. William Li for arranging the
travel logistics.

Group photo with academic staff at Alice Lee Center for Nursing Studies, NUS

The academic staff at NUS introduced the nursing

laboratory to the group.

Group photo taken at National University Hospital, Singapore

A welcome reception hosted by Prof. Sally

Chan and Dr. Cheng Bing Shu.
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Do YOU want to get involved?
As a member of the Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education (HKSNE), you have the opportunity to interact
with others who have the same goals and interests in nursing education. Each year our events include tours,
lectures, professional development courses, nurses' day activities, and social gatherings. If you would like
more details about our Society, please browse our web site at www.hksne.org.hk

The term of membership start in January every year. We welcome you to become a member by returning the
completed "Subscription for Membership" form as attached.

We also remind the current members not to let their membership lapse and to renew today. The HKSNE will
help you to keep up to date with the local nursing news and the HKSNE needs you to support its programs and
advise the government on nursing issues.

WWWWWe are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member ande are happy to have you as a member and
look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!look forward to meeting you soon!

24 September 2010
61th National Day Anniversary
The Society was a member of the Hong Kong Health Services Sector 61th
National Day Celebration Committee. On behalf of the Society, Dr. Sharron
Leung took part in the Organising Committee and was the co-ordinator of
the Reception Subcommittee for the National Day Dinner. EC members of
the Society had also joined the gala dinner at the City Hall Maxim and had
a wonderful time with fellow professionals.

November 2010
Mental Health First Aid Course was organised.

26 November 2010
Forum on Healthcare Reform Second Stage Public Consultation
Since the Government launched the Second Stage Public Consultation on Health Care Reform, the Food and Health Bureau
organised a forum to collect views and comments on the proposal of a voluntary, government regulated Health Protection
Scheme (HPS),  Dr. Sharron Leung, Dr. Mak Yim Wah, Dr. Vico Chiang and Dr. Gemma Law joined the event. Dr. Mak
collected feedback and opinions from Society members and drafted a letter to the Bureau to address the Society's concerns.

December 2010
Obstetric Emergency Care and Nursing Management Course was organised.

1 December 2010
Tongguan Kanghua Hospital visit
Dr. Sharron Leung, Dr. William Li and Ms. Joyce Chung represented the Society on a visit Tongguan Kanghua Hospital. The
hospital administrators wish  to liaise with health care professionals in the HKSAR to provide expertise and training to the staff
from the frontline workers to the management level. It was a fruitful day with a lot of discussion and members became acquainted
with a hospital in Mainland China.

3 December 2010
Meeting with Hong Kong Academy of Nursing Preparatory Committee (HKANPC)
Dr. Sharron Leung attended the meeting and a Provisional Hong Kong Academy of Nursing will be established around Nurses'
Day. A fund-raising activity will be held on 16 April at the Jockey Club Auditorium, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

3 December 2010
Meeting with the Planning Committee of College of Education and Research in Nursing
Dr. Sharron Leung represented the Society in the above meeting. Issues on core content, competency and potential membership
were discussed. The next meeting will be held in January 2011.
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Upcoming Events:

February 2011 Wound course
Free membership will be offered for course fee of more than HK$500.
For details, please click www.hksne.org.hk

Hiking + BBQ
The above event will be held at Grass Island, Tai Po ( , ) on 12 February, 2011.
Assembly time and point: 8:30 am at 94
For details, please contact Ms. Joyce Chung (Phone: 2819 2695, Email: joychung@hku.hk or
click www.hksne.org.hk)

April 2011 "25th Anniversary Symposium and Annual General Meeting"
The Society's silver jubilee anniversary symposium and annual general meeting (AGM) will be held on
8 April 2011 (Friday). You are cordially invited to participate in this significant event. Details of the symposium
are as follows:
Theme: "Nursing specialization and advanced practice"
Date: 8 April 2011 (Friday)
Time: 17:00 - 18:00 (AGM)

18:00 - 20:00 (Symposium)
Venue: Assembly Hall, 4/F North Tower, YMCA of Hong Kong, 41 Salibury Road,

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon.
Speakers: Ms Louise Horgan, Inaugural Board member, Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia

Professor Sally Chan, Professor and Head, Alice Lee Center for Nursing Studies,
National University of Singapore
Professor Frances Wong, Professor, School of Nursing, Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Accreditation: 2 CNE points
Enquiry: Dr. William Li (Phone: 2819 2634,  Email: william3@hku.hk)
Registration Form: www.hksne.org.hk

On behalf of the Hong Kong Society for Nursing Education,

may we wish you a prosperous year of Rabbit!
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